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Abstract

Background and Aim: Geotourism is a special form of tourism industry in which tourists are the center of
attention. A geosite can be a landscape, a group of various forms of unevenness of the earth's surface (landforms)
or a single landform, a rock outcrop, as well as fossil layers or a particular fossil. The present study is to assess
the geotourism and geomorphological capabilities in tourist villages of Ardabil province.

Methods and Material: This study is descriptive-analytical-applied in terms of its purpose and uses Pavlova
models to evaluate the competitiveness of the studied areas and is based on the formation of positive and
negative factors and calculations related to them; The Violet model, which examines geotourism areas based
on four criteria of origin, geographical distribution, tourism, and accessibility, and finally the Kobalikova
model, which emphasizes scientific, educational, economic, conservation, and additional criteria, was used.
Results and Discussion: Based on the results obtained from the evaluation of the Pavlova geotourism model, these
results were obtained: the geotourism areas of Biledarq, Khojin, and Sardabeh were ranked in the excellent, good, and
appropriate competitiveness weights, respectively. The results obtained from applying the Violet model also showed that in
the management section of the studied areas, Biledarq region was assigned a score of 0.68, and in the tourism rate section,
Khojin village was assigned a score of 0.70, which indicates the relative superiority of welfare potentials. Also, based on
the results of the Kobalikwa model, the village of Bileh Daragh has obtained high scores in most of the evaluation sub-
indices and, with a total score of 11, has a high value compared to other villages under study. Therefore, it is concluded that
Bileh Daragh village has high geotourism capabilities and potentials and can play a significant role in the growth and
expansion of the tourism industry in the region. Finally, it is suggested that in order to identify the capacities of geotourism
areas, they should be evaluated with different models in future studies
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