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Abstract

Background and Aim: Geotourism is one of the branches of tourism that emphasizes geomorphology,
hydrology, and geology of potential destinations and geosites, and its goal is to increase the economic power
and welfare of host communities and destinations. The aim of the present study is to study and evaluate the
impact of geotourism dimensions on economic development in villages of Khalkhal County (Case study:
Majolan, Khojin, Kazaj).

Methods and Material: To evaluate the studied villages, Kobalikwa models, which emphasize scientific,
educational, economic, conservation, and additional criteria, and the Violet model, which examines geotourism
areas based on four criteria: origin of formation, geographical distribution, tourism, and accessibility, were used.
Results and Discussion: The results obtained from the Kobalikwa model showed that Khojin village has taken
the first place with a total score of 12.25, and the geographical diversity and biodiversity dimensions of this
village have had a greater impact on the regional economy and have led to the economic development of Khojin
village. Also, based on the results obtained from the Feyolt model, the village of Kazaj received an average
score of 0.75 in the management rate section and an average score of 0.68 in the tourism rate section, and has
taken the first place. Also, the geographical diversity and socio-political dimensions of this village have had the
greatest impact on the regional economy and have increased economic power through the expansion of tourism
in the region. Therefore, it is concluded that the villages of Khalkhal County have a high geographical diversity
and in this respect can have a significant impact on the development of geotourism and the development of the
regional economy. Finally, it is suggested that the effectiveness of geotourism dimensions in areas with potential
potential be evaluated using various and new models.
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