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Abstract

Background and Aim: Geotourism, as one of the new and developing branches of tourism, examines and uses
the geological and geomorphological characteristics of natural areas in order to attract tourists. Tourism target
villages can be recognized as attractive destinations for domestic and foreign tourists due to their beautiful
natural landscapes, special geographical features, and rich culture. The aim of the present study is to identify
the geotourism and geomorphological capacities of tourism target villages in Namin Township in Ardabil
Province.

Methods and Material: The method of the present study is to use the new quantitative model of Kobalikwa
and Feylot (National Park). In the Kobalikwa method, which emphasizes more on scientific, educational,
economic, conservation, and additional criteria, it evaluates the study areas by comparing sub-criteria. In the
national park model, geotourism areas are examined based on four criteria: origin of formation, geographical
distribution, tourism, and accessibility. The tourism target villages in this study are Anbaran, Golshan, and Soha
in Namin Township.

Results and Discussion: The results of the evaluation of the Kobalikwa geotourism model showed that the
Anbaran tourism target village, with a score of 10.25, has the highest score among the studied areas, and the
second and third places are Soha and Golshan, with scores of 9.5 and 8.25, respectively, which indicates that
the Anbaran village has high potential to introduce Namin Township at the national and international levels.
The results of the national park model also showed that the Anbaran region, with the highest score of 25.11, has
suitable potential compared to the other studied areas. Based on the results in this model, the management and
tourism rate of Anbaran was estimated to be very excellent. Therefore, it is concluded that Anbaran village is a
historical, cultural, economic and ultimately geotourism village that can be recognized at the national and
international levels. Finally, it is suggested that other evaluation models and the integration of natural and human
factors be used in future applied studies for better evaluation.
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