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Abstract

Background and Aim: Over the past few decades, discussions related to human development and its impact on economic
growth have been of particular importance. The Human Development Index is a combination of three key components: life
expectancy, per capita income, and literacy level, and is used to measure the level of development, analyze spatial justice,
and regional inequality at the national and regional levels. In this regard, the aim of the present study is to investigate the
economic factors affecting the improvement of the Human Development Index in Ardabil province. The type of research is
descriptive-analytical.

Methods and Material: The method of this study is based on quantitative-spatial approaches. The research method used in
this study is a combination of documentary-library methods. In the analytical section, by considering the indicators and
considerations of human development in the form of 13 target indicators, the economic factors affecting the improvement
of the Human Development Index in Ardabil province have been examined on a case-by-case basis. To collect the required
information, the main reliance was on the documents of the National Statistics Center, and the Morris model, GIS software,
and Spss were used to analyze the collected data.

Results and Discussion: The results show that in terms of human development index, the three counties of Ardabil,
Parsabad, and Meshginshahr are in the highest ranks, and the three counties of Kowsar, Namin, and Sarein are in the lowest
ranks. Also, the spatial distribution of the human development index among the counties of the province shows that the
central and northern counties of the province have relatively better conditions than the southern counties. Regarding the
factors affecting the human development index, the results of the article showed that the indicators of rural percentage,
household size, unemployment rate, dependency burden, actual dependency burden, theoretical dependency burden, and
percentage of industrial sector employees, with correlation coefficients of 0.726, 0.768, 0.245, 0.512, 0.512, and 0.598,
respectively, had a statistically significant negative relationship with the human development index, and the indicators of
urbanization percentage, employment rate, economic participation rate, women's economic participation rate, percentage of
agricultural sector employees, and percentage of service sector employees, with correlation coefficients of 0.726, 0.245,
0.395, 0.101, and 0.435, respectively, had a statistically significant positive relationship with the human development index.
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