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Abstract

Background and Objective: Walking, as one of the most important forms of sustainable transportation, has
wide-ranging positive impacts across economic, social, environmental, and individual dimensions. In
contemporary urban planning literature, it is considered a fundamental priority and, at the same time, a
missing link in urban development. Pedestrian pathways, as some of the most significant urban public spaces,
serve various functions, including leisure activities, daily shopping, social interactions, everyday encounters,
environmental perception, strengthening place identity, and enhancing safety, security, vitality, and urban
livability. In this context, the central fabric of the city of Ahvaz faces challenges such as narrow and irregular
streets, weak urban infrastructure, fine-grained land parcels, decline in the function of local centers, shortage
of service land uses, physical deterioration, increased traffic and noise pollution, as well as insufficient
attention to pedestrian-oriented and green spaces. These conditions further highlight the necessity of urban
regeneration and improving the quality of urban spaces.

Methodology: The research method, considering its theoretical-applied objective, is descriptive—analytical in
nature. The required data were collected through both field and documentary methods. This study aims to
evaluate citizens’ satisfaction with pedestrian spaces in the city of Ahvaz. The statistical population includes
residents, shopkeepers, and users of the study area, and the sample size was determined using the Krejcie and
Morgan method. Data were analyzed using SPSS software and the Friedman test.

Results and Findings: The results indicate that the physical dimension plays the most significant role in
citizens’satisfaction, followed by social, economic, and finally environmental dimensions. Overall, the
findings suggest that improving the quality of supporting spaces can effectively enhance citizens’ satisfaction
and improve the performance of pedestrian networks in the central fabric of Ahvaz. Considering the
importance of the physical dimension in increasing citizens’ satisfaction, it is suggested that in future
pedestrianization projects, special attention be paid to the quality of facade design, urban furniture, lighting,
and the improvement of urban edges, in order to enhance the visual and functional attractiveness of the space.
Given the relatively favorable level of citizen satisfaction with the social dimension, it is recommended that
planning for the organization of cultural, artistic, and social events along this corridor be increased, so as to
strengthen social interactions and citizens’ sense of belonging.
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