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Background and Objective: Contemporary development
Research Paper approaches emphasize endogenous capacities and stakeholder

participation as essential elements of sustainable local
Article history: development. Tourism, as a multidimensional phenomenon,
Received: 27 February contributes not only to economic growth but also to socio-cultural
2026 vitality,  infrastructure  improvement, and environmental
ACC?Ptediz‘”}Jﬂe%O% management. Soltaniyeh, home to the globally significant
iﬂ?lz'oszr;eg online: Soltaniyeh Dome, possesses substantial tourism capacities whose

developmental role requires systematic evaluation from the
perspective of local stakeholders.

Methodology: This applied, descriptive—analytical study employed
Keywords: Tourism a field survey method. The statistical population included residents

Capacities, Local of Soltaniyeh, with 385 participants selected via random sampling.
Development, Local Data were collected through a structured Likert-scale questionnaire.
Stakeholders, Reliability was confirmed (o = 0.915). Statistical analyses included
Soltaniyeh, Sustainable | gegcriptive statistics, one-sample t-test (test value = 3), and one-
Development. way ANOVA using SPSS and Minitab.

Results and Findings: All four tourism capacity dimensions
(economic, socio-cultural, service—infrastructural, environmental)
demonstrated mean scores above the neutral value, with statistically
significant results (p < 0.05). The economic dimension showed the
strongest perceived impact. ANOVA results confirmed significant
differences among dimensions, indicating that tourism’s economic
influence is more pronounced than other effects. Findings align
with Social Exchange Theory, suggesting stakeholder support is
driven by perceived net benefits. Tourism capacities in Soltaniyeh
significantly contribute to local development, particularly in
g economic terms. Sustainable and participatory planning is essential
https:/www.srds.ir/7adsc=4192 | 10 Maximize benefits while maintaining socio-cultural and
environmental balance.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In the paradigm of contemporary sustainable
development, the transition from top-down
planning to endogenous growth models has
underscored the significance of utilizing local
capacities and stakeholder  engagement.
Tourism, as a multifaceted driver of regional
development, transcends mere economic
contribution by fostering socio-cultural vitality
and enhancing infrastructural and
environmental resilience.  However, the
successful integration of tourism into local
development frameworks depends heavily on
the alignment between institutional planning
and the perceived benefits among local
residents. Despite the global significance of
Soltaniyeh—home to the UNESCO World
Heritage Soltaniyeh Dome—the actualization
of its tourism potential into sustainable local
development remains a critical challenge.
While existing literature often focuses on
macro-level tourism impacts, there is a notable
research gap regarding how local stakeholders
perceive the multidimensional capacities of
tourism (economic, socio-cultural,
infrastructural, and environmental) and how
these perceptions influence their support for
tourism-led development. Therefore, this study
aims to provide a precise elucidation of the role
of tourism capacities in the local development
of Soltaniyeh, evaluating the perceptions of
local stakeholders to bridge the gap between
tourism potential and sustainable regional
progress.

Methodology

This study employs an applied, descriptive-
analytical research design, grounded in a field
survey, to investigate the role of tourism
capacities in local development from the
perspective of Soltaniyeh’s stakeholders. The
conceptual framework is underpinned by the
Social Exchange Theory, which posits that
stakeholders’ support for tourism development
is contingent upon their cognitive appraisal of
the balance between perceived benefits—such
as employment  opportunities,  income
generation, and infrastructural enhancement—
and potential costs, including environmental
pressure and cultural erosion. Data were

collected via a researcher-made questionnaire,
with reliability confirmed through Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient. Statistical analysis was
performed using SPSS software. Descriptive
statistics (frequencies and percentages) were
employed to profile the respondents. To
evaluate the status of tourism capacities, a One-
sample t-test was utilized, while One-way
ANOVA was applied to analyze significant
differences in the impact of tourism
development  indicators  across  various
segments of the local community.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that all four dimensions of
tourism capacity—economic, socio-cultural,
service-infrastructural, and environmental—
surpassed the neutral threshold, with
statistically significant results (p < 0.05).
Among these, the economic dimension
demonstrated the highest perceived impact,
confirming its dominant role in shaping
stakeholder attitudes. One-way ANOVA
further corroborated significant disparities
across these dimensions, underscoring that
tourism’s economic utility is perceived more
intensely  than  its  socio-cultural  or
environmental contributions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this study underscores that
tourism capacities in Soltaniyeh serve as a
viable instrument for local development,
provided that stakeholders’ multifaceted needs
are rigorously addressed. While the perceived
dominance of economic contributions currently
dictates the community’s support for tourism,
long-term sustainability necessitates a paradigm
shift toward a more holistic management
framework. It is imperative for policymakers
and urban planners to transcend narrow
economic focuses by integrating community-
centered  strategies that  simultaneously
safeguard environmental integrity and preserve
cultural heritage. Ultimately, the successful
leveraging of Soltaniyeh’s tourism potential
hinges on the implementation of participatory
planning frameworks that align developmental
initiatives with local stakeholders’
expectations. Such an approach will not only
maximize regional development but also ensure
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resilient, inclusive, and sustainable growth for
Soltaniyeh in the long term.
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