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Abstract

Background and Objective: Rational Comprehensive Planning, as one of the dominant approaches in
urban planning during the second half of the twentieth century, has been grounded in assumptions such as
instrumental rationality, the possibility of comprehensive knowledge, the predictability of the future, and
the existence of a single public interest. However, contemporary social, economic, and institutional
transformations particularly in cities of developing countries have cast serious doubt on the effectiveness of
this approach. The objective of this study is to provide a critical re-reading of Rational Comprehensive
Planning and to assess its theoretical and practical capacities and limitations in addressing the complexities
of contemporary urban conditions.

Methodology: This study employs a critical literature review method based on the SALSA framework
(Search, Appraisal, Synthesis, and Analysis). Accordingly, classical theoretical works and recent empirical
studies related to Rational Comprehensive Planning particularly those published during the periods 1950—
1980 and 2020-2025 were systematically collected from reputable academic databases, screened, critically
appraised, and subsequently analyzed through conceptual synthesis.

Results and Findings: The findings indicate that the core assumptions of Rational Comprehensive Planning
are difficult to realize in practice due to data limitations, conflicting interests, the role of power, social
dynamism, and future uncertainty. Global experiences, especially in developing countries, demonstrate that
the implementation of technocratic versions of this approach has frequently resulted in a gap between plans
and reality, implementation inefficiencies, the expansion of informal settlements, and various forms of social
resistance.

The results suggest that the challenges of Rational Comprehensive Planning are not merely related to
implementation failures, but rather stem from structural limitations within its theoretical foundations.
Nevertheless, revitalizing the effectiveness of this approach is possible through its redefinition and
integration with adaptive, participatory, learning-oriented, and context-sensitive approaches an orientation
that is better suited to addressing the complex realities of contemporary cities.

Keywords: Rational Comprehensive Planning, Instrumental Rationality, Comprehensiveness, Developing
Countries.
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