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Background and Objective: The post-metropolitan era can be
called the era of urban vulnerability, because cities simultaneously
face natural hazards, technological crises, and social-security
threats. The present study aims to evaluate the vulnerability of
residential areas in District 1 of Ahvaz metropolis based on the
principles of passive defense in the design of residential complexes.
Methodology: This research is applied-developmental in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in nature, based on spatial
modeling in ArcGIS. The investigated indicators include 10
indicators covering 4 dimensions of vulnerability (physical, spatial-
locational, social-demographic, and service-infrastructural). For
weighting and integrating the indicators, the Fuzzy Logic model
with Gamma operator (A=0.9) was used.

Results and Conclusion: The findings indicate that more than 90%
of residential buildings in District 1 are located in zones from no
vulnerability to low vulnerability, and only 1% (equivalent to 232
buildings) are located in high and very high vulnerability zones.
These critical hotspots are mainly concentrated in two areas, Bagh-
e Moin and Bagh-e Sheykh, the causes of which are adjacency to
hazardous land uses (gas stations and military-law enforcement
centers) and deteriorated fabric. The assessment of compliance
with the five principles of passive defense shows that the principles
of hierarchical protection and minimum vulnerability are in
favorable condition, universal coverage is in moderate condition,
dynamic protection requires improvement, and relative self-
sufficiency is in weak condition. It is suggested that measures be
undertaken at three levels: short-term (relocation of hazardous land
uses), medium-term (rehabilitation of deteriorated fabric), and
long-term (revision of the detailed plan), especially in the critical
hotspots of Bagh-e Moin and Bagh-e Sheykh.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Cities, as the most complex human-made
structures, have always faced numerous
challenges and disasters throughout
history. With the rapid growth of
urbanization in the contemporary world,
in addition to providing facilities, the
context for new and unpredictable crises
has also been created. Therefore, the post-
metropolitan era can be called the era of
urban vulnerability; because on the one
hand, along with the increasing
complexity of urban life, cities face
"natural hazards and technological crises"
in various dimensions, and on the other
hand, they face "social-security crises"
(Mohammadi Deh Cheshmeh, 2014: 54).
Passive defense against dominant patterns
of urban risk is one of the most important
strategies for securing urban spaces
proposed by urban planners (Lane, 2003:
263). Defensive urban planning, by
incorporating  safety and  security
principles in the vicinity and adjacency of
special land uses (vital, sensitive, and
important) in optimal urban land use
planning, is one of the main strategies of
passive defense, especially in cities prone
to hazards.

Ahvaz metropolis, due to its location in
the Zagros fold-thrust belt, proximity to
the active Ahvaz fault, the presence of
loose alluvial sediments, and its border
location, has high natural and man-made
vulnerability. District 1 of this metropolis,
as the economic, administrative, and
medical heart of the city, has special
strategic importance. The present study
aims to evaluate the vulnerability of
residential areas in District 1 of Ahvaz
metropolis based on the principles of

passive defense in the design of residential
complexes.

Methodology

This research is applied-developmental in
terms of purpose and descriptive-
analytical in nature, based on spatial
modeling in ArcGIS. Initially, using
library studies, the theoretical foundations
and research background were extracted,
and using field studies and data from
comprehensive and organizational plans,
the required data were collected. Research
Indicators: The investigated indicators
include 10 indicators covering 4
dimensions of vulnerability:

1.Physical Dimension: Skeleton type,
building age, number of floors, built-up
area

2.Spatial-Locational Dimension: Distance
from gas stations, distance from military
and law enforcement centers, access to
roads

3.Social-Demographic Dimension:
Population density
4.Service-Infrastructural Dimension:

Access to fire stations, access to
healthcare centers

Analytical Model: For weighting and
integrating the indicators, the Fuzzy Logic
model with Gamma operator (A=0.9) was
used. After fuzzification and
standardization of layers using fuzzy
functions in ArcGIS software, the Gamma
operator with a value of 0.9 was applied
for final integration. Then, the final
vulnerability map was classified into 6
classes (from no vulnerability to very high
vulnerability) using spatial analysis tools.

Conclusion
Urban planning as an intermediary
increases defensive power and has a
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positive effect on fulfilling the need for
safety and security in Maslow's hierarchy
of needs, contributing to human survival.
With a psychological approach to urban
planning, safety and security should be
considered at all levels of planning and
design, from macro issues to technical
details.

Considering the strategic position of
Ahvaz metropolis at the provincial and
national levels, the importance of District
1 as the economic, administrative, and
medical heart of the city, and the high
population density in this area, the results
of this research show that the overall
vulnerability status of residential areas in
District 1 is relatively favorable, with
more than 90% located in low-risk zones.
However, critical hotspots in Bagh-e Moin
and Bagh-e Sheykh require immediate and
special actions. Adjacency to hazardous
land uses, including gas stations and
military centers, is the main cause of high
vulnerability, while deteriorated fabric
and high population density are other
aggravating factors.

In a good city, "appropriate adaptation”
and the application of passive defense
principles play an important role. The
compatibility of form and function in
public road networks, public gathering
places, buildings, and structures gives
meaning to the phenomenon of
"appropriate adaptation.” This is the most
important point in urban planning based
on passive defense laws, and the
protection of citizens' lives and property
should be given more attention.

Based on the identified causes, including
adjacency to hazardous land uses and
deteriorated fabric, and the five principles
of passive defense, practical and
prioritized strategies are proposed at three
levels to reduce the vulnerability of
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residential areas in District 1. In the short-
term, relocation of hazardous land uses
including gas stations and military-law
enforcement centers should be prioritized.
In the medium-term, rehabilitation of
deteriorated fabric and development of
specific regulations for the renovation of
old fabrics should be undertaken. In the
long-term, revision of the detailed plan
and establishment of a continuous
vulnerability monitoring system are
recommended, particularly in the critical
hotspots of Bagh-e Moin and Bagh-e
Sheykh. These measures should be
implemented with special attention to the
critical areas identified in this study.
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Authors,2026)
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Table 3. Research indicators derived from theoretical foundations and passive defense principles
(Source: Authors,2026)
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Table 5. Fuzzy functions of the Gamma operator used in standardizing indicators
(Source: Authors,2026& ESRI (2023))
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Figure 2. Location map of the study area (Source: Authors,2026)
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Table 7. Fuzzy Gamma functions in standardizing indicators effective in vulnerability assessment
from the perspective of passive defense (Source: Authors,2026& ESRI (2023))
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Figure 3. Distribution map of skeleton type in District 1 /Figure 4. Distance map to healthcare
centers in District 1 (Source: Authors)
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building floor count in District 1(Source: Authors)
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District 1(Source: Authors)
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Figure 11. Distance map to gas stations in District 1/ Figure 12. Distance map to fire stations in
District 1(Source: Authors)
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Figure 13. Vulnerability map of urban land uses in District 1 from the perspective of passive
defense (Source: Authors)
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Table 8. Distribution of residential buildings by vulnerability level (Source: Authors)
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Table 9. Residential vulnerability status, critical hotspots, and causes of vulnerability in District 1
of Ahvaz metropolis (Source: Authors)

Laidl 3l z i Fowly BI™ K90,
o o (g AVFTYIFA w3 (g V- YR FYL 51y o 40 S dihate SsSane slaplozsle jl golawd 5 as)s ax
oA asgie (0ly VEVE) /8 o8 (s VY FE) VY. ) crgie (o oS ks 3) (6 ] AE it Slik !
ol sy (g YY) 7Y b (axlg 140) Sad,lo 51,8 b s
€ gL g €0 ELP aml 9o S ailate ;0 05 e 5 9L Gyl b Sz sloplS Y
aas plolis e sbongls olsea Tailoads 35 jate >l ax )0 g aileas
}Lg)b}ksbéﬁ)lfbé)ljm(\ LsLolul.:Y . . ) . T s ;
. . 9 o 8 Sl slagglS 30 pdicel Gl e Guieee
3 (ol 5510 c0n jraceer) ‘ .

Ly colis 5 Lo Coond) o3gm 5 L (Y

Jole pd Wty Jguo! § 5,8 (Slao b Bl Gyl -

e 55 e il a5y Jyol iyl S S el 45 dm3 e ol tag el
AV J9a) 5l )13 pgllae b Cndy 13 Soms slbasgons
(VP (85 i) ol e ablohy 4505 gy Sl b 5ol 5155 31 31l b DS ) dilaicn i Sams bl Canmadg —1 oo

Table 10. Status of residential fabric in District 1 of Ahvaz metropolis in terms of compliance with
the five principles of passive defense(Source: Authors)
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