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Background and Objective: Tribal culture and tribal affiliations are
important factors in political decision-making and political actions in
Irag, overshadowing democratic values and marginalizing them. The
present study was conducted to investigate the social, cultural, and
political factors affecting the inclination toward democratic values
among citizens of Wasit Province, Iraq.

Methodology: This is an applied, descriptive-analytical study
conducted within a quantitative paradigm using a survey method. The
statistical population comprised all citizens of Wasit Province, Iraq,
totaling 1,415,034 people. The sample size was estimated at 600
respondents using Cochran’s formula. Data were collected through a
researcher-made questionnaire developed based on the theoretical
foundations of the study. The face validity of the questionnaire was
confirmed by professors and experts, and its reliability was established
using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Data were analyzed using SPSS 26
and LISREL 9.

Results and findings: The findings indicated a significant relationship
between social, cultural, and political factors and the inclination toward
democratic values among citizens of Wasit Province. Factors including
media literacy, with an effect intensity of 16.4%; internet literacy,
18.2%; social capital, 12.1%; urbanization, 14.3%; cultural capital,
14.9%; employment in the industrial sector, 10.1%; employment in the
service sector, 15%; and participation in civil institutions, 16.1%, had
positive effects on the inclination toward democratic values among
citizens of Wasit Province.
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Introduction

A democratic government and society are
founded on a set of principles and beliefs known
as democratic values. These values guide
democratic governance and aim to ensure fair and
inclusive government in which the rights and
interests of individuals are respected and
protected. They include political equality,
individual freedoms, human rights, the rule of
law, transparency, accountability, and citizens’
participation in  decision-making processes
(Maximino et al., 2024). Democratic values also
reflect a democratic way of life based on respect,
equality, fairness, and freedom.

Citizens’ inclination toward democratic values
can be influenced by various social, cultural, and
political factors, including changes in traditional
culture, social and cultural capital, tribalism,
different forms of literacy, political awareness,
economic conditions, urbanization, and rational
action. Cultural openness and tolerance may
facilitate  democratic ~ development,  while
economic and cultural capital and the expansion
of mass media can strengthen citizens’
democratic orientations.

Iraq provides an important context for examining
these factors because its society experienced
decades of authoritarian rule and, following the
fall of the Ba’athist regime, has faced significant
challenges in developing democratic governance.
A nationwide survey by the International
Republican Institute (IRI) found that although
45% of Iragis considered democracy the best
form of government, 77% assessed the current
state of democracy as bad. Distrust was
particularly high toward political parties (94%),
parliament (83%), and the Independent High
Electoral Commission (74%). These findings
indicate a considerable gap between support for
democracy and citizens’ satisfaction with its
actual performance (IRI, 2020). Furthermore,
Iragi political parties have continued to exhibit
patrimonial and non-democratic characteristics,
limiting the consolidation of democratic
institutions.

Urbanization and migration from rural to urban
areas may weaken traditional and tribal structures
and contribute to socioeconomic and cultural
transformation. Accordingly, this study examines
the social, cultural, and political factors
associated with citizens’ inclination toward
democratic values in Wasit Province, Iraq.

The study hypothesizes relationships between
democratic values and cultural capital, social
capital, industrial and service-sector employment,

participation in governmental and
nongovernmental institutions, literacy (school,
media, and internet), and urban residence.

Methodology

This study is an applied, descriptive-analytical
research project conducted within a quantitative
paradigm using a survey method. The statistical
population consisted of 1,415,034 citizens of
Wasit Province. The province includes Al-Kut,
Aziziyah, Al-Suwaira, Al-Hay, Numaniyah,
Zubidiyah, Al-Ahrar, Al-Muwaffagiyah, and
Badra. Using the Cochran formula, a sample of
600 respondents was selected.

Data were collected through a researcher-made
questionnaire based on the theoretical foundations
of the study. Face validity was assessed by
university professors and experts, and reliability
was confirmed using Cronbach’s alpha (0.893).
The unit of analysis was the individual. Data were
analyzed using SPSS 26 and LISREL 9 through
descriptive statistics, Pearson correlation, linear
regression, confirmatory factor analysis, and path
analysis.

Results and Discussion

1. Description of Respondents’ Individual, Social,
and Economic Characteristics

Among the 600 respondents, 62% (372) were
male and 38% (228) were female. The largest age
group was 31-40 years, representing 62% of the
sample, while the smallest was 51-60 years,
representing 9%.

Regarding education, 15% were illiterate, 49%
had reading and writing literacy, 11% had a
diploma, 18% had an associate or bachelor’s
degree, and 7% held master’s or doctoral degrees.
Regarding urban residence, the largest group had
10-15 years of urban living experience (27%),
while those with less than five years and more
than 20 years each represented 13%.

For service-sector employment, the largest group
had less than five years of experience (31.8%),
while the smallest had more than 20 years (8%).
For industrial employment, 43.8% had less than
five years of experience and 4.8% had more than
20 years. In terms of religion, 65% were Shiite
Muslims, 22% Sunni Muslims, 6% Christians,
and 7% followers of other religions.

2. Description and Comparison of Means

The mean scores of the main research variables
were as follows: media literacy 3.1057, Internet
literacy 3.2542, economic capital 3.3633, social
capital 3.2625, cultural capital 3.2633, rational
action 3.2110, media use 3.0645, political
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awareness 3.4288, tribalism 4.24392, social
tolerance 3.4630, freedom of expression and
opinion 3.4052, political trust 3.3731, and
dialogue 3.0864.

Most variables were at a moderate level.
Tribalism had a high mean level, while social
tolerance, freedom of expression and opinion,
political trust, and dialogue were at moderate
levels.

3. Inferential Analysis and Hypothesis Testing

The regression model reported a correlation
coefficient of R = 0.648. The adjusted R-squared
was reported as 0.336, indicating that social
factors explained approximately 33.6% of the
variation in the tendency towards democratic
values. The overall regression model was
statistically significant (F = 18.110, p < 0.001),
supporting the general research hypothesis that
social factors affect citizens’ tendency towards
democratic values.

Media literacy had a significant positive effect of
16.4% (p < 0.001). Internet literacy had a positive
effect of 18.2% (p < 0.001). Rational action had a
positive effect of 14.3% (p = 0.013). Economic
capital had a positive effect of 12.1% (p = 0.002).
Cultural capital had a positive effect of 14.9% (p
= 0.001). Media use had a positive effect of
10.1% (p = 0.014). Political awareness had a
positive effect of 15% (p = 0.022).

Tribalism had a statistically significant negative
and inverse effect, reported in the study as -16.1%
(p < 0.001). The article explains that increasing
tribalism is associated with a decline in
democratic orientations because tribalism is
connected with traditional action and blood and
tribal affiliations rather than action based on
democratic values.

Conclusion

The study examined the social factors affecting
the tendency towards democratic values among
citizens of Wasit Province, Iraq. The findings
indicate that citizens” democratic orientations are
influenced by a combination of social, economic,
and cultural factors. Media literacy, Internet
literacy, economic capital, rational action, cultural
capital, media use, and political awareness were
positively associated with democratic values,
while tribalism had a negative and inverse effect.

The findings are consistent with previous studies
cited in the article, which identified significant
relationships between cultural, social, and
economic capital, literacy, media use, and
democratic  orientations. The study also
emphasizes the importance of social capital,
including  trust, interaction,  information,
cooperation, and civic networks, for democratic
stability and democratic values.

From the perspective of Weber’s social action
theory, citizens’ actions in Wasit are shaped by
social and cultural circumstances such as ethnic,
linguistic, religious, and tribal sensitivities. When
electoral choices are based on tribal, ethnic, or
religious affiliation rather than candidates’
programs and goals, rational action may shift
toward traditional action. Therefore, reducing
excessive  tribalism  while  strengthening
education, media and Internet literacy, cultural
and economic capital, political awareness, and
social networks may contribute to stronger
democratic values among citizens of Wasit
Province.
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Figure 2. Final Research Model
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