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Background and Objective: This study aims to explain the relationship
between tourism development and the enhancement of place attachment within
the historical fabric of Sirjan. Given the crucial role of tourism in revitalizing
historical and cultural spaces, examining its impact on the sense of belonging
among residents and local business owners holds particular significance. The
research seeks to scientifically and empirically analyze how tourism
development influences social and cultural sustainability in Sirjan’s historic
district.

Methodology: The research employed path analysis and structural equation
modeling (SEM), using SPSS and AMOS software for data analysis. The
statistical population consisted of two main groups: (1) residents and business
owners in Saran's historical area, and (2) academic and professional experts in
tourism and cultural heritage. Data were collected through a 48-item
guestionnaire designed to measure various dimensions of tourism
development and place attachment.

Results and Findings: The results indicate that tourism development has a
significant and positive impact on strengthening place attachment in Sirjan’s
historical fabric. A statistically significant relationship was observed between
different dimensions of place attachment (such as emotional bonding, place
identity, and functional dependence) and tourism development indicators.
Furthermore, active participation of the local community was identified as a
key factor influencing the process of tourism development. Finally, the
structural relationships among the study variables were represented in a
comprehensive structural model. The findings suggest that tourism
development can act as a catalyst for enhancing place attachment and
promoting cultural sustainability within historical contexts. Accordingly, it is
recommended that strengthening community participation, improving tourism
infrastructure, and developing destination marketing strategies that emphasize
Sirjan’s historical and cultural identity be prioritized in urban management and
policy-making programs.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Historic urban fabrics constitute an important part
of cities’ physical, social, and cultural heritage.
They play a significant role in preserving place
identity, sustaining collective memory, and
strengthening the relationship between residents
and their living environments. In addition to their
historical and architectural value, these areas serve
as settings for social relationships, economic
activities, and local ways of life. Nevertheless,
physical and social transformations, declining
economic vitality, inadequate urban services, and
weakening connections between residents and
their historic surroundings may undermine local
identity and place attachment. Consequently,
identifying strategies to revitalize these areas while
safeguarding the needs and interests of local
communities has become an important concern in
urban planning and management.

Urban tourism is one approach that can contribute
to the physical, economic, and social revitalization
of historic districts by activating their historical
and cultural assets. Tourism development can
facilitate more sustainable use of historic resources
through improved services, the creation of
economic opportunities, the promotion of cultural
values, and increased interaction between visitors
and host communities. However, tourism
development does not necessarily lead to improved
environmental quality or stronger place
attachment. Its outcomes depend on destination
management practices, service quality, and the
extent to which local residents participate in
decision-making and implementation. When local
communities are overlooked, a gap may emerge
between tourism development objectives and
residents’ expectations, preventing the effective
use of the social and cultural potential of historic
areas.

Place attachment is a multidimensional concept
encompassing individuals’ emotional, symbolic,
and functional relationships ~ with  their
surroundings. It may be expressed through
emotional bonds with a place, place identity, and
functional dependence on the facilities and
functions provided by the environment. Place
attachment is particularly important in historic
districts because the value of these areas extends
beyond buildings and physical features to include
shared memories, lifestyles, social relationships,
and cultural meanings. Therefore, examining the
relationship between tourism development and
place  attachment  requires  simultaneous

consideration of social factors, tourism services,
and economic conditions.

Focusing on the historic fabric of Sirjan, the
present study examines the relationships among
local community participation, tourism services,
place attachment, and tourism development. Its
central question concerns how these variables are
related and to what extent they contribute to
explaining tourism development within the study
area. The significance of the research lies in its
integrated examination of tourism and place
attachment through a structural model rather than
treating them as separate  phenomena.
Accordingly, the study aims to empirically explain
the relationships of local community participation
and tourism services with place attachment and
tourism development, thereby providing evidence
that may inform more effective planning for the
historic fabric of Sirjan.

Methodology

This study is applied in terms of its objective and
follows a descriptive-analytical approach based on
guantitative data analysis. Its analytical framework
focuses on four principal variables: local
community participation, tourism services, place
attachment, and tourism development. Within this
framework, residents’ and business owners’
participation and the quality of tourism services are
considered factors associated with the lived
experience of the historic district and its tourism
potential.  Place attachment and tourism
development are also examined through the
hypothesized relationships specified in the
research model.

The study population consisted of two main
groups. The first included residents and business
owners living or operating in the historic fabric of
Sirjan, while the second comprised academic and
professional experts working in tourism and
cultural heritage. Including these two groups
enabled a comparison between the perspectives of
individuals directly involved in everyday life and
economic activities within the historic district and
those who evaluate tourism and cultural heritage
from a professional perspective. According to the
information reported in the article, the final sample
of experts comprised 49 respondents. The exact
sample size for residents and business owners was
not clearly established in the information available
for this abstract; therefore, no unverified figure is
reported for that group.

Data were collected using a questionnaire
containing 48 questions. The questionnaire
measured different dimensions associated with the
research variables, and the resulting data formed
the basis of the statistical analyses. In the first
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stage, Pearson’s correlation coefficient was used to
examine the relationships among the variables.
Correlation analysis identified the direction and
strength of bivariate associations and assessed the
statistical basis for proceeding with structural
relationship analysis. According to the article,
confirmatory factor analysis and structural
equation modeling were also employed to examine
the relationships among the variables.

The analyses were conducted using SPSS and
AMOS. To compare the perspectives of the two
respondent groups, separate structural equation
models were fitted for residents and business
owners and for experts. Path coefficients were
used to evaluate the direction and magnitude of the
relationships specified in each model, while
statistical significance was also assessed. A
significance level below 0.05 was used to identify
significant relationships in the reported models,
while the correlations presented in the relevant
table were reported as significant at the 0.01 level.
In addition, the coefficient of determination for
place attachment was examined to compare the
explanatory power of the models across the two
groups. This analytical approach made it possible
to examine the specified relationships
simultaneously and compare the perspectives of
the respondent groups. Nevertheless, the findings
should be interpreted within the scope of the model
and the data used in this study.

Results and Discussion

The correlation analysis indicates positive and
statistically significant relationships among the
principal research variables. Among the reported
associations, the correlation between local
community participation and tourism services is
the strongest, with a coefficient of 0.853. This
result indicates that greater local community
participation is associated with more favorable
tourism services. From a planning perspective, this
association highlights the importance of involving
residents and business owners in identifying local
needs, improving services, and strengthening
tourism capacity. Because local communities have
direct experience of living and working in historic
areas, they can help identify service deficiencies
and propose solutions suited to the destination’s
characteristics. However, a correlation coefficient
alone does not establish causality and should not
be interpreted as definitive proof that participation
directly causes improvements in services.

The correlation between place attachment and
tourism development is reported as 0.610.
Although this is the lowest of the correlation
coefficients highlighted in the study, it remains
positive and statistically significant. This finding
suggests that tourism development and place
attachment are associated within the historic fabric

of Sirjan. In other words, attention to the area’s
tourism potential, alongside consideration of local
values and residents’ lived experiences, may be
relevant to strengthening their relationship with the
historic environment. Conversely, residents’
attachment to the identity of the historic district
may provide a supportive social foundation for
preserving and promoting its  heritage.
Nevertheless, the direction of influence must be
interpreted with reference to the structural model,
and correlation should not be treated as proof of a
causal relationship.

The structural equation modeling results reveal
differences between the perspectives of residents
and business owners and those of experts. In the
model for residents and business owners, the path
coefficient from local community participation to
tourism development is 0.31, compared with 0.29
in the expert model. The similarity between these
values indicates that both groups recognize the
relevance of local community participation to
tourism development, and this relationship is
supported in both models. The finding underscores
the need to incorporate residents and local business
operators into tourism policy and management in
historic areas. Participation can be more
meaningful when it goes beyond symbolic
involvement and provides genuine opportunities to
communicate local needs, contribute to decisions,
and take part in implementing development

initiatives.
A more pronounced difference emerges in the
relationship between local community

participation and tourism services. The path
coefficient is 0.89 in the model for residents and
business owners, compared with 0.25 in the expert
model. The higher coefficient in the residents’ and
business owners’ model indicates that this group
perceives a particularly strong relationship
between community participation and tourism
services. This difference may reflect variations in
respondents’  experiences and perspectives.
Residents and business owners encounter everyday
needs, service deficiencies, and the direct
consequences of tourism activities, whereas
experts may evaluate these relationships from a
more specialized perspective that considers a
broader range of factors. However, the available
data are insufficient to attribute this difference
conclusively to any single cause; this interpretation
should therefore be regarded as a possible
explanation rather than an established finding.

In both models, the relationship between local
community participation and place attachment is
positive and statistically significant. The path
coefficient is 0.20 for residents and business
owners and 0.22 for experts. The proximity of
these values suggests a degree of agreement
between the two groups regarding the direction of
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this relationship, although its magnitude is smaller
than that of some other relationships in the models.
This finding supports the importance of involving
local communities in the development of historic
areas.  Participation can  create  greater
opportunities for residents to express their values
and priorities and may help strengthen the
connection between development programs and
the identity of the environment. Nevertheless,
place attachment is multidimensional and should
not be regarded as merely an outcome of
participation; the social, cultural, and physical
characteristics of a place may also contribute to its
formation.

One of the important findings concerns the path
from tourism services to place attachment. The
coefficient is 0.56 in both models and is reported
as statistically significant. This result indicates that
tourism services have a relatively strong
relationship with place attachment within the
proposed model, with a similar estimated
magnitude across the two groups. The implication
is that tourism development should not be limited
to increasing visitor numbers or expanding
economic activities. The quality of services and
their compatibility with the needs of the historic
environment and local community are also
important. Appropriate services may improve the
experience of using the historic district and
strengthen its functional role. However, this result
demonstrates a relationship within the specified
model; identifying the effects of particular types of
tourism services on place attachment would
require a more detailed examination of the relevant
indicators.

Regarding the relationship between tourism
services and tourism development, the path
coefficient is 0.16 in the residents’ and business
owners’ model and 0.25 in the expert model. These
values indicate positive relationships in both
models, although their magnitudes are lower than
those of several other paths. The difference may
reflect contrasting assessments of the role of
services in tourism development. Nevertheless,
without further analysis of service indicators and
local conditions, the cause of this difference cannot
be determined conclusively. The relationship
between place attachment and tourism
development also differs between the two models.
Its path coefficient is 0.42 for residents and
business owners but 0.11 for experts. This
difference indicates that the association between
place attachment and tourism development is more
prominent in the perspectives of residents and
business owners than in those of experts. Direct
experience of living and working in the historic
district may influence how this relationship is

perceived, although this possibility requires
independent investigation.

A comparison of the coefficients of determination
for place attachment further reveals an important
difference between the models. The reported (R"2)
value is 0.70 for residents and business owners and
0.20 for experts. Accordingly, local community
participation and tourism services explain
approximately 70% of the variance in place
attachment in the model for residents and business
owners, compared with 20% in the expert model.
This difference indicates that the model has greater
explanatory power for place attachment from the
perspective of residents and business owners. In
contrast, the lower (R"2) value in the expert model
suggests that the variables included in the model
explain a smaller proportion of the variation in
place attachment for this group, implying that
additional factors may need to be investigated.
This finding should not be interpreted as evidence
that tourism services are unimportant to experts;
rather, it demonstrates a difference in the
explanatory power of the two models.

Overall, the correlation analysis and structural
models highlight the importance of considering
local community participation, tourism services,
and place attachment together when planning
tourism development in the historic fabric of
Sirjan. The comparison between respondent
groups also indicates that, although many
relationships have similar directions, their path
coefficients and explanatory power are not
identical. Consequently, planning and policy-
making should incorporate the lived experiences
and perspectives of residents and business owners
alongside professional assessments.

Conclusion

This study examined the relationships among local
community participation, tourism services, place
attachment, and tourism development in the
historic fabric of Sirjan. The findings indicate that
these variables are associated within the study’s
data and structural models. The positive and
statistically significant correlations among the
variables, particularly the strong association
between local community participation and
tourism services, underscore the importance of
social and service-related factors in tourism
development.  Furthermore,  the  positive
relationship between tourism services and place
attachment in both models, together with
differences between the perspectives of residents
and business owners and those of experts,


https://www.srds.ir/

ISC

[nbaenic Warkd Scienc Citation Center

Journal of Sustainable Urban and Regional Development Studies

(JSURDS)

Vol 7. Issue 4 , Winter 2027, Pages 222-235
ISSN (Online): 2783-0764

Journal Hompage https://www.srds.ir/

demonstrates the need to consider local lived
experience alongside professional evaluation.
Based on the findings, tourism development
programs for the historic fabric of Sirjan should
prioritize meaningful local participation, the
improvement and organization of tourism services,
and the protection of the area’s historical and
cultural identity. Establishing regular mechanisms
for gathering local perspectives, involving
residents and business operators in decision-
making, improving services in accordance with the
characteristics of the historic district, and
promoting Sirjan’s historical and cultural assets
through destination marketing are potential
priorities for tourism management. Such measures
should be designed to maintain a balance between
visitors’ needs, the interests of the host
community, and the preservation of historic
values.

From a research perspective, the differences in
path coefficients and coefficients of determination
between the two models indicate the need for more
detailed investigation of the factors influencing
place attachment. Future studies could examine
these differences using larger samples, more
detailed measures of tourism services and place
attachment, and complementary research methods.
Separate analyses of the emotional, identity-
related, and functional dimensions of place
attachment could also clarify how each dimension
relates to local participation and tourism
development. The present findings should
meanwhile be interpreted with due consideration
of the limitations of the reported sample
information and the statistical nature of the
relationships examined.

In conclusion, the findings support an integrated
approach to tourism development in the historic
fabric of Sirjan, in which tourism services, local
community participation, and place attachment are
treated as interrelated components of urban
planning. Consideration of these relationships can
provide a basis for policies that seek not only to
strengthen tourism potential but also to preserve
the historic identity and promote the social and
cultural sustainability of the area..
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Table 2. Respondents’ Job Titles
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Table 3. Respondents’ Business Characteristics
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Table 4. Mean, Standard Deviation, and Correlations of the Variables
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Figure 2. Fitted Research Model for Local Residents and Business Owners
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Figure 3. Fitted Research Model Based on Experts’ Opinions
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Table 5. Eigenvalues of the Sample Correlation Matrix
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