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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Urban spaces play a crucial role in shaping social interactions and fostering ethnic
and religious cohesion. The spatial organization of cities, including the layout of
neighborhoods, the design of public spaces, and the accessibility of communal facilities,
significantly influences how individuals and communities interact. Urban environments
that promote inclusivity, accessibility, and diversity often serve as catalysts for building
stronger social ties, especially in multicultural cities. Urmia, located in northwest Iran,
presents a unique case for studying these dynamics due to its rich ethnic and religious
diversity. The city is home to various ethnic groups, including Kurds, Azeris, Assyrians,
and Armenians, as well as followers of different religions such as Islam, Christianity, and
others. This diversity makes Urmia an ideal setting to explore how spatial patterns affect
social cohesion. This study focuses on three central neighborhoods Delgosha, Eghbal, and
Mahdi Al-Qadam adjacent to Imam Khomeini Street, a major thoroughfare in Urmia that
serves as a socio-cultural and commercial hub. The theoretical framework of this
research is grounded in Christopher Alexander's Theory of Living Spaces. Alexander
emphasizes the idea that spaces should not merely serve functional purposes but also
foster a sense of belonging, security, and community. According to his theory, the quality
of life in urban areas is deeply connected to the design and structure of public and semi-
public spaces, which facilitate human interaction and contribute to social harmony. This
research aims to analyze the role of spatial patterns in promoting social interactions and
enhancing ethnic and religious cohesion in the selected neighborhoods of Urmia.
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Methodology

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative
research techniques to provide a comprehensive analysis of the subject matter. The
qualitative data were collected through semi-structured interviews and field observations.
Interviews were conducted with local residents, community leaders, and urban planners
to gain insights into how spatial characteristics influence social interactions and
community cohesion. Field observations focused on the use of public spaces, the
frequency and nature of social interactions, and the overall spatial organization of the
neighborhoods. Quantitative data were gathered using a structured questionnaire
distributed among residents of the three neighborhoods. The questionnaire assessed
residents’ perceptions of their neighborhood’s spatial design, accessibility to public
spaces, and the extent of social interactions. To analyze the quantitative data, statistical
tests such as Pearson’s correlation coefficient and Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) were
employed. Pearson's correlation was used to examine the relationship between access to
public spaces and the level of social interactions, while ANOVA was utilized to identify
significant differences in social interactions across the three neighborhoods.

Results and Discussion

The results of this study indicate that the spatial and physical characteristics of Delgosha,
Eghbal, and Mahdi Al-Qadam neighborhoods significantly influence social interactions
and community cohesion. The Pearson correlation coefficient was calculated at 0.68,
suggesting a strong positive relationship between access to public spaces and the level of
social interactions. This finding supports the hypothesis that well-designed public spaces
can foster increased social engagement among residents. The ANOVA test revealed
significant differences in the level of social interactions across the three neighborhoods
(p < 0.05). Among them, Eghbal neighborhood exhibited the highest level of social
interactions. This can be attributed to its diverse ethnic composition, which includes a
mixture of different cultural and religious groups. The presence of diverse communities
in close proximity appears to encourage more frequent and meaningful social
interactions, aligning with the theoretical underpinnings of Christopher Alexander’s
Theory of Living Spaces. Furthermore, the frequency distribution analysis showed that
85% of residents believed that the current spatial design positively contributes to social
relationships. These residents highlighted factors such as pedestrian-friendly streets,
accessible public squares, and community centers as key elements that facilitate social
engagement. Conversely, 15% of respondents identified barriers to social interaction,
including traffic congestion and the reduction of green spaces. These factors were seen as
hindrances to spontaneous social encounters, thereby limiting opportunities for building
social cohesion.

Conclusion

The findings of this research underscore the importance of thoughtful spatial design in
fostering social interactions and enhancing ethnic and religious cohesion in multicultural
urban environments. The neighborhoods studied in Urmia illustrate how spatial patterns
can either facilitate or impede community engagement. Eghbal neighborhood, with its
diverse population and accessible public spaces, serves as a prime example of how
inclusive spatial design can promote social harmony. The strong correlation between
access to public spaces and the level of social interactions highlights the need for urban
planners and policymakers to prioritize the development of communal areas that
encourage social engagement. Pedestrian zones, public squares, parks, and community
centers should be integral components of urban design, particularly in cities with diverse



populations. Such spaces not only provide venues for social interaction but also
contribute to a sense of belonging and community identity. The challenges identified by
some respondents, such as traffic congestion and reduced green spaces, point to areas
that require attention in urban planning. Strategies to mitigate these issues include the
development of pedestrian-friendly infrastructure, the expansion of green spaces, and the
implementation of traffic management measures. By addressing these challenges, urban
planners can create environments that are conducive to social interaction and community
cohesion. In conclusion, this study confirms that appropriate spatial design plays a crucial
role in enhancing social relationships and fostering ethnic and religious cohesion in
multi-ethnic cities like Urmia. The application of Christopher Alexander’s Theory of
Living Spaces provides valuable insights into how urban environments can be structured
to support vibrant, inclusive communities. Future research could expand on this study by
exploring similar dynamics in other multicultural cities, thereby contributing to a broader
understanding of the relationship between spatial design and social cohesion.
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