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Abstract
Background and Objectives Sports tourism, as a growing industry, can play an important role in the

economic and social development of different regions. Khuzestan Province, with its diverse natural,
historical, and cultural capacities, has a high potential for the development of this type of tourism. The
aim of this study is to identify and prioritize the factors affecting sports tourism in Khuzestan Province.
Methodology: In this regard, the present study is applied in terms of its purpose and analytical-
exploratory in terms of its nature and method. This study was conducted with an applied approach,
using a descriptive-analytical method and collecting the opinions of 30 experts in the field of sports
tourism through the Delphi method, and using the DANP technique and Excel software.

Results and Findings: In this study, 6 general indicators and 22 sub-indicators were identified that
affect sports tourism in Khuzestan Province. Next, using the Danp technique, the influential indicators
were identified and prioritized to determine which of these indicators have the greatest impact on
sports tourism in Khuzestan Province. The results of his research showed that the development of this
industry requires a multifaceted approach; so that management and planning factors play a key role
as the main axis, influencing other factors. Also, socio-cultural, economic, marketing, infrastructure
and environmental factors are significantly involved in this process. Along with these macro factors,
the sub-indicators of a suitable climate, attracting foreign capital and social participation have been
identified as the main drivers of the development of sports tourism in Khuzestan. These results
provide a practical roadmap for policymakers and planners to focus on these key factors to provide
the grounds for sustainable growth and prosperity of sports tourism in the province.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Tourism is a phenomenon that has been of interest to human societies since ancient times, has
continued to develop in accordance with different social and economic needs, and is considered
the largest and most diverse industry in the world. This industry is not only known as a significant
source of income for countries, but also plays an important role in creating job opportunities,
stimulating economic growth and developing infrastructure, and many countries view tourism as
a key driver for their industrial and structural progress. As a dynamic industry, this industry has
taken up an important part of the economic and production activities of developed and developing
countries, and investing in it is considered one of the planning goals of politicians. It is one of the
largest and most important industries in the world and one of the most common factors motivating
tourists, which many people around the world are engaged in. In other words, it can be said that
sports are one of the important activities of tourists during tourism, and tourism and travel are also
associated with different types of sports. The sports industry and the tourism industry have been
developing rapidly and continuously since the 1960s, and then they intersected, resulting in the
creation of a new field of sports tourism. The first international conference on sports and tourism,
held in Barcelona in February 2001, not only promoted the development of sports tourism, but also
made sports tourism an important research topic. Therefore, it can be said that sports tourism has
been formed from two sectors: tourism, which is the largest service industry in the world, and
sports, which is one of the largest and most important industries in the world today. In this regard,
it can be said that sports tourism, as a growing industry with increasing importance and necessity,
is an exceptional opportunity for Khuzestan Province with its unique potential. The development
of this industry in Khuzestan can contribute significantly to diversifying the province's economy,
which has so far mainly relied on specific industries, by creating diverse sources of income through
attracting tourists interested in sports and sports events. In addition, to properly host these tourists,
there will be a need to develop and improve sports and tourism infrastructure, including standard
sports spaces, high-quality accommodations, and transportation facilities, which will ultimately
benefit local residents. Holding sports events and attracting sports tourists will help improve the
image and brand of Khuzestan Province at the national and international levels and present a
dynamic and attractive face of this region. In addition, the interaction of tourists with the local
culture and community during sports activities can lead to the strengthening of social and cultural
exchanges and enhance the sense of pride and local identity. By encouraging sports activities in
the form of tourism, it can also help improve the general health of the local community. From the
perspective of necessity, sports tourism for Khuzestan can contribute to long-term economic
sustainability, contribute to the balanced development of different regions of the province by
utilizing their sports potential, and act as a stimulus in economic recession and inspire the younger
generation to participate in healthy and productive activities. Therefore, the development of sports
tourism is not only an attractive economic opportunity, but also a vital necessity for the sustainable
development and comprehensive strengthening of Khuzestan province. In this regard, the present
study seeks to answer the following question: What are the most important components affecting
sports tourism in Khuzestan province?



Methodology:

The present study has a mixed and multifaceted approach. It is qualitative-quantitative in terms of
the nature of the data, applied in terms of its purpose, and descriptive in terms of the method of
data collection. To achieve the research objectives, the DEMATEL questionnaire tool was used to
collect data and the DANP technique was used to prioritize the criteria. All steps were carried out
using Excel software, taking into account 6 main indicators and 22 sub-indices. The validity of the
questionnaire was guaranteed after being reviewed and approved by specialists and experts. The
inconsistency rate was used to measure the reliability of the questionnaire.

Results and Discussion:

In the field of sports tourism in Khuzestan Province, management and planning indicators (M) act
as the main and influential drivers. Which have the most interaction with other sports tourism
indicators in Khuzestan Province. In contrast, environmental and environmental factors (EN) are
more affected by these factors and are known as influential indicators. Among them, management
and planning play a pivotal role in the development of this type of tourism with the highest level
of interaction and importance, while environmental and environmental factors have the least
impact. This indicates the high potential of management and planning in Khuzestan Province for
the development of sports tourism and the need for special attention to this sector. In this regard,
it can be said that in order to achieve a dynamic and sustainable sports tourism industry in
Khuzestan, special focus on management and planning indicators is vital. Efficient management
and precise planning, as the cornerstone of this development, enable optimal utilization of
resources, identification and use of existing capacities, and formulation of effective strategies to
attract tourists. This approach includes creating coordination between the public, private and local
sectors, optimal allocation of financial and human resources, creating standard infrastructure,
providing quality services, attracting targeted investments and implementing effective marketing
programs. As a result, given the high importance of management and planning factors, paying
attention and focusing on these factors and indicators will increase the attraction of sports tourists,
increase income and create job opportunities and sustainable development in Khuzestan province.

Conclusion:

The results of his research showed that the development of this industry requires a multifaceted
approach; so that management and planning factors play a key role as the main axis, influencing
other factors. Also, socio-cultural, economic, marketing, infrastructure and environmental factors
are significantly involved in this process. Along with these macro factors, the sub-indicators of
suitable climate, attracting foreign capital and social participation have been identified as the main
drivers of sports tourism development in Khuzestan. These results provide a practical roadmap for
policymakers and planners to focus on these key factors to provide the basis for sustainable growth
and prosperity of sports tourism in the province.
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