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Abstract

Background and Objective: Roads are one of the most fundamental means of communication
between humans, states, and cultures. Throughout different historical periods, roads have always
played an important role in creating links between human societies and transmitting cultures, and their
existence has been a political requirement for the development of civilizations.

Methodology: The present study, using a historical-archaeological approach, examines the spatial
pattern and functions of the road system in northwest Iran during the Seljuk and Timurid periods. Due
to its location at the intersection of the Central Iranian Plateau with the Caucasus and Asia Minor, this
region has always been at the center of Iran's political and economic developments.

Results and Findings: The findings of the present study indicate that during the Seljuk period, the
concentration of power and bureaucratic authority led to the formation of a coherent network of safe
roads and road bases following a radial-centralized pattern; While in the Timurid period, with the
transfer of the political center to Soltanieh and the expansion of the economic role of Tabriz, the road
network acquired a multi-focal nature and encompassed diverse communication areas. Spatial and
functional analysis of the data indicates that the dynamics of the road network were more than
anything else subject to three key factors: the stability of the central government, the adaptation of the
structure of the routes to natural features, and the level of prosperity of urban trade; finally, the road
management pattern of northwestern Iran can be considered a reflection of the spatial organization of
power and the mechanism of continuity of security and economy in the Islamic Middle Ages.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The emergence of roads in Iran and their related facilities has an ancient history. Roads and
related buildings have been of great importance in this land since the beginning of history. In
fact, Iranians have lived a nomadic and traveling life for thousands of years. On this basis, the
reasons for the Iranians' tendency towards roads and road construction, and consequently their
development and increase in skills in this sector, can be considered to be largely due to the
conditions and characteristics prevailing in the land of Iran and its people. Roads and paths
have always been vital arteries for the development of civilizations, and their study provides
the opportunity to achieve a deeper understanding of the economic, cultural and social
dynamics of a society. The present study, with its interdisciplinary approach, fills an
important gap in the studies of economic history and historical geography. The present
research method is descriptive-analytical research with a historical-spatial approach using
library resources. The main goal of this research is to identify and reconstruct the
communication network of northwestern Iran from the Seljuk to Timurid periods based on a
combination of historical, geographical, and archaeological evidence. Therefore, the present
research seeks to answer the question of what natural and geographical factors influenced the
selection of road routes and the location of road facilities in northwestern Iran?.

Methodology
The present study, using a historical-archaeological approach, examines the spatial pattern
and functions of the road system in northwest Iran during the Seljuk and Timurid periods.
This region, due to its location at the intersection of the Central Iranian Plateau with the
Caucasus and Asia Minor, has always been at the center of Iran's political and economic
developments.

Results and Findings

Comparative analysis of historical data and geographical descriptions shows that the road
network in northwest Iran formed one of the most coherent communication systems in Islamic
Iran between the 5th and 9th centuries AH. The spatial structure of this network relied on the
coexistence of three natural, political, and economic components and was rearranged in each
period in accordance with the concentration of power in Azerbaijan (on the Tabriz-Zanjan
axis). Reconstruction of the routes based on the location of caravanserais, bridges, and
reservoirs shows that the main communication axes expanded in parallel and continuously
along the major river valleys (Ajichay, Zarinehroud, Sufichay, and Qizil-Uzan) and were
linked to the highways of the central plateau and the Caucasus routes. From a political
perspective, the relative stability of the Seljuk and Ilkhanid states in the northwest led to the
development of infrastructure; In later periods, with the breakdown of power and border
insecurity, parts of this network declined or changed direction. This can be traced in the
Ardabil-Meshkinshahr-Arasbaran route and also in the Tabriz-Khoi-Van axis. Northwest Iran
has functioned not only as a transit area, but also as a “spatial node” in the road network of
the Iranian world; the organized pattern of road administrations in this region is a direct
reflection of the concentration of power, geographical continuity, and institutional maturity of
Iranian states in the Middle Ages. The road in this region was not only a route of movement,
but also a civilizational structure that made the formation of cities, economic interactions, and
cultural dynamism of Iran possible in the Seljuk to Timurid periods.



Conclusion

Physical characteristics of the road and recognition of buildings related and unrelated to the
road; recognition of turning points and understanding of road science throughout history is
based on understanding the relationship between geographical features and road routing. A
study of road management patterns in northwest Iran during the Seljuk and Timurid periods
showed that the road and its associated facilities acted not only as transportation routes, but
also as a means of reproducing political power, expanding regional trade, and cultural
cohesion of Islamic territories. Spatial studies show that Tabriz, as a prominent economic and
urban center, played the role of a communication hub in this multifocal system, which was a
mediator between the East, the Caucasus, and Anatolia. The spatial pattern is the result of the
interaction of three fundamental variables: political stability and security of the routes, the
adaptation of the network structure to the natural structure of the land, and the level of
economic prosperity of the cities. The combination of these factors led to the development of
the northwestern Iranian highway system, in addition to its economic and military functions,
to an identity and cultural dimension, and in the form of a complex spatial pattern, it became a
reflection of the organization of power and the continuity of the economic life of the Iranian
land between the fifth and ninth centuries AH.
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