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Abstract 

Background and Objective: Economic development of horse tourism in Khuzestan, relying on the 

purebred Arabian breed, is a strategic solution to move beyond the oil economy, create rural 

employment, and improve provincial infrastructure. This approach, by creating a value chain and 

attracting foreign exchange earnings, turns Khuzestan into an international hub for sports and 

commercial tourism. In this regard, the present study was conducted with the aim of Identifying 

income-generating factors for the development of horse tourism in Khuzestan Province. 
Methodology: The present study is organized in two phases: qualitative (identification of indicators 

through interviews) and quantitative (weighting using the SIWEC method). The aim of this 

approach was to extract and accurately rank the factors affecting the research topic, relying on the 

knowledge of experts in the field of tourism and equestrianism in Khuzestan province. The process 

of selecting participants in different sections was also carried out based on purposeful and 

judgmental sampling to ensure the richness of specialized data. 

Results and Findings: The research findings show that the development of horse tourism in 

Khuzestan requires a logical hierarchy in which investment and finance, with priority given to 

banking facilities, act as the cornerstone and most vital economic driver. Secondly, specialized 

infrastructure and border trade, with an emphasis on modern transportation and global registration 

of native breeds, provide the necessary physical and diplomatic platforms for a revenue leap. 

Finally, job creation and event prosperity are secondary outcomes that will only be achieved if the 

macro strategy changes from traditional approaches to establishing investment security and export-oriented 

development. 
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT 

 

Introduction 

 

Today, the tourism industry is recognized as one of the largest and most productive financial 

activities in the world, which is referred to as the ―invisible economy‖. This dynamic sector, 

by allocating a significant share of GDP and total international employment, acts as a vital 

driver for sustainable development, foreign exchange and poverty alleviation, beyond simple 

recreation. The flourishing of this industry provides an efficient means to achieve all-round 

economic growth by stimulating local markets and strengthening the service supply chain. 

Along this trend, from the intersection of the tourism industry and sports, a new and strategic 

field called sports tourism has emerged, which has profound direct and indirect economic 

impacts on societies by creating numerous job opportunities and paving the way for the 

development of large-scale infrastructure. 

Under this category of tourism, the horse industry and equestrian complexes have emerged as 

a strategic field and a driver of development, especially in rural areas. Relying on activities 

such as specialized breeding, breeding, and holding national and international competitions, 

this industry establishes an inextricable link between recreational dimensions and cultural 

identity, and due to its nature-oriented nature, it provides an ideal platform for investment in 

vast lands. Equestrian tourism has become a ―power-driven‖ sector by creating a complete 

value chain that extends from veterinary services and farriery to equipment production and 

hotel management. Holding events such as beauty festivals and horse racing competitions has 

brought significant foreign exchange by attracting sponsors and spectators with high 

purchasing power, and has established the position of this industry as a luxury and income-

generating economic activity. Despite the great potential and the four-season climate of Iran, 

this industry is still among the emerging areas that require careful analysis and coherent 

policymaking. In the meantime, identifying and systematically analyzing the economic factors 

that generate income in Khuzestan Province, as the historical origin of the Arabian horse, is 

more than a management choice, it is a strategic necessity to diversify the local economy and 

overcome dependence on oil revenues. Khuzestan Province, with its exclusive competitive 

advantage, can become a strategic hub for horse tourism in West Asia by activating the latent 

capacities in rural and nomadic communities and establishing a link between living heritage 

and sports diplomacy. Explaining the income-generating components in this region, from 

national auctions to international competitions, will not only contribute to the equitable 

redistribution of wealth and the improvement of welfare infrastructure, but will also pave the 

way for transforming this cultural capital into a sustainable national wealth and economic 

prosperity based on the region's ecology. 

 

Methodology 

 

This research, using a mixed (qualitative-quantitative) approach and an applied nature, seeks 

to systematically analyze the income-generating economic components in the development of 

horse tourism in Khuzestan Province. In its first phase, a comprehensive framework 

consisting of 7 macro-indices and 42 sub-indices was extracted through an in-depth review of 

the subject literature and approval by a panel of experts. The statistical population of this 

study includes 50 elites and experts in the fields of tourism and equestrianism who have been 

selected through purposive sampling to accurately weight and prioritize the indicators through 

structured questionnaires based on the Likert scale and using the methodological innovation 

of the SIWEC technique in the Excel software environment. 
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Results and Discussion 

 

The findings of this study, which were analyzed using the SIWEC multi-criteria decision-

making method, show that the ―Investment and Finance (IF)‖ index with a weight of 0.1620 is 

recognized as the most critical economic driver in the development of horse tourism in 

Khuzestan province. The results of data normalization and applying the standard deviation of 

respondents indicate that without creating sustainable financing structures, other development 

pillars will face serious challenges; so that the ―Infrastructure (I)‖ and ―Trade and Border 

Exchanges (T)‖ indices with a similar weight of 0.1507 are ranked second in importance. This 

prioritization indicates that the strategic location of Khuzestan and the potential of indigenous 

breeds can only lead to foreign exchange productivity and attraction of foreign traders if 

international quarantine centers and specialized accommodation complexes are in place. In 

the micro-analysis of sub-indices, ―Bank facilities and low-interest loans (IF2)‖ has ranked 

first among all factors, which indicates the urgent need of stakeholders for liquidity to launch 

this industry. After that, the sub-indices ―Investment in multi-purpose complexes (IF1)‖ and 

―Specialized transportation network (I2)‖ are in the next ranks. The findings also show that 

―World Register of Indigenous Races (T3)‖ and ―Silami tourism (T5)‖ have high potential for 

foreign exchange through sports diplomacy. Overall, the obtained prioritization pattern proves 

that Khuzestan’s economic leap strategy in this area should be based on the focus of 

―investment facilitation‖ and ―specialized infrastructure development‖ so that subsequent 

layers such as employment and event economy are activated. 

 

Conclusion 
 

The results of the study show that for the economic prosperity of horse tourism in Khuzestan 

Province, there is a logical hierarchy of revenue-generating drivers, at the top of which, 

financial facilities and bank incentives act as the driving force of the entire system. The 

prioritization of the sub-indices reflects the fact that the modernization of the horse industry 

and its transformation into a tourism hub requires, first of all, continuous capital injection into 

multipurpose projects and breeding. In the next order, the creation of specialized 

infrastructure such as transportation networks and themed accommodations, along with the 

exploitation of cross-border trade capacities and the global registration of indigenous breeds, 

act as the main catalysts for attracting foreign tourists and investors. While components such 

as branding, event economy, and skilled employment are placed in the next ranks, this 

arrangement indicates a structural continuity; So that the sustainability of income generation 

in the racing sector and ancillary industries directly depends on the strength of the financial 

and infrastructural foundations. Overall, the results of this research emphasize that the 

province's macro strategy should move away from traditional approaches and move towards 

horse-centric economic diplomacy and the creation of export clusters so that the potential of 

Khuzestan's thoroughbreds can be transformed into sustainable wealth. 
 

Declarations 

•Funding: There is no funding support for this study. 

•Authors’ Contributions: All authors contributed equally to the conceptualization and writing of 

the article. The authors approved the manuscript’s content and agreed on all aspects of the work. 

•Conflict of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest. 



 

3 

 

•Acknowledgments: The authors extend their gratitude to all scientific consultants who provided 

invaluable insights during this research. 

 

 

 
 

References 

 
 

Abedini,M , Ranjbar,S and Bahrami,S . (2025). Investigating and prioritizing tourist 

attractions using the F-TOPSIS model Case study: Bostan Abad city In East Azerbaijan 

Province. Journal of Sustainable Urban & Regional Development Studies (JSURDS), 

6(3), 139-153. https://www.srds.ir/article_216865.html?lang=en[In Persian]. 

Barros, B., Barroco, C., & Antunes, J. (2024). The image of Portugal as a destination for 

equestrian Tourism. In International Tourism Congress 2023: Book of extended 

abstracts (pp. 50-52). Instituto Politécnico de Bragança Publisher. https://itc23.ipb.pt/ 

Buchmann, A. (2017), ―Insights into domestic horse tourism: the case study of Lake 

Macquarie, NSW, Australia‖, Current Issues in Tourism, 20(3), 261-277. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2014.887058 

Buchmann, A. (2017). Insights into domestic horse tourism: The case study of Lake 

Macquarie, NSW, Australia. Current Issues in Tourism, 20 (3), 261-277. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2014.887058 

Chori, A., razavi, S. M. H., Dousti, M. and farzan, F. (2023). Designing a suitable model in 

equestrian sports in Iran. Strategic Studies on Youth and Sports, 22(61), 413-434. (In 

Persian) Doi: 10.22034/ssys.2022.1180.1814 

Chun-Chu, Y., Cheng-Shen, L., Chin-Huang, H. (2018). the Total Economic Value of Sport 

Tourism in Belt and Road Development—an Environmental Perspective. Sustainability 

2018, 10,1191; doi:10.3390/su10041191. 

Darabi, M., Keshtidar, M., Alizaiy_Yousef_Abadi, O., Heydari, R., and Nazari-Torshizi, A. 

(2020). Scenario planning of the future of sports tourism industry in Mashhad. Annals 

of Applied Sport Science, 8(4), e788. URL: http://aassjournal.com/article-1-788-en.html 

Ebrahimzadeh Asmin,H , Ghanbari,A H and Ghanbari,S . (2026). Assessing the consequences 

of rural ecotourism with emphasis on economic relations within regional (Case Study: 

Regional Tourism favorites Sarduieh, Jiroft township). Journal of Sustainable Urban & 

Regional Development Studies (JSURDS), 7(1), 193-208. 

https://www.srds.ir/article_226571.html?lang=en[In Persian]. 

Esa, N. J. M., & Ismail, H. N. (2025). Challenges in equestrian tourism development: a case 

study of Malaysia. Current Issues in Tourism, 1-6. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2025.2532757 

Gheynaghi, E., Fallah, Z., bahlake, T. and Askari, A. (2024). Role of Horse Racing Tourism 

in the Economic Development of Golestan, North Khorasan, Khuzestan, Tehran and 

Yazd Provinces. Strategic Studies on Youth and Sports, 23(64), 469-486..doi: 

10.22034/ssys.2023.2600.2879[In Persian]. 

Ghezelsaflo, Hamidreza, Kalateh Seyfari, Masoumeh, Ghorbanzadeh Zafarani, Seyed 

Ghasem, & Chorli, Ali. (2015). Investigating challenges of sports tourists, traditional 

indigenous games festival in Golestan Province Case Study: Horse races and 

Gurooshwrestling. Journal of Sport Management and Motor Behavior, 11(22), 211-218.  

 doi: 10.22080/jsmb.2015.1005[In Persian]. 
Ghinaghi, E., Fallah, Z., Bahlake, T. and Askari, A. (2024). Factors Influencing the 

Development of Entrepreneurial Opportunities in Tourism: A Study of Equestrian 

https://www.srds.ir/article_216865.html?lang=en
https://itc23.ipb.pt/
https://www.srds.ir/article_226571.html?lang=en


 

4 

 

Centers. Journal of Studies in Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Agricultural 

Development, 11(4), 105-124. .oi: 10.22069/jead.2024.22820.1855[In Persian]. 

Golzadeh, M. & mirabadi, M. (2019). An Analysis of the Sport Tourism Status and Its 

Effective Factors on its Development with Emphasis on Indigenous and Local Games 

(Case Study: Tabriz). Journal of Geography and Planning, 23(67), 287-307. 

https://geoplanning.tabrizu.ac.ir/article_9000_c00ed7815cdd33077b6253485df759e2.pd

f. 

Hammer, M.; Bonow, M. and Petersons, M., (2017). The role of horse keeping in 

transforming peri-urban landscapes: A case study from metropolitan Stockholm, 

Sweden. Norsk Geografisk Tidsskrift-Norwegian Journal of Geography. Vol. 71, No. 3, 

pp: 146-158. https://doi.org/10.1080/00291951.2017.1340334 

Hammer, M.; Bonow, M. and Petersson, M., )2017(. The role of horse keeping in 

transforming peri-urban landscapes: A case study from metropolitan Stockholm, 

Sweden. Norsk Geografisk Tidsskrift-Norwegian Journal of Geography.Vol. 71, No. 3, 

pp: 146-158. https://doi.org/10.1080/00291951.2017.1340334 

Heydari, R., Keshtiar, M., Asadollahi, E., Esfahani, M., & Golgoli, M. (2021). Identifying 

institutional factors affecting the exploitation of entrepreneurship opportunities in the 

tourism industry with a focus on sports tourism in Iran. Journal of Tourism Planning 

and Development, 10(38), 87-102. (in Persian) doi: 10.22080/jtpd.2021.21566.3551 

Jafari,H , veisia,E , Karimi,M and Marashian,S H . (2025). Identifying and prioritizing the 

factors affecting sports tourism in Khuzestan Province. Journal of Sustainable Urban & 

Regional Development Studies (JSURDS), 6(1), 388-409. 

https://www.srds.ir/article_222928.html?lang=en[In Persian]. 

Karimi Hatami,J , Ramesht,M H and Nojavan Besnighan,M R . (2026). The role of creative 

tourism in enhancing urban sustainability indicators (Case study: Ahvaz city). Journal of 

Sustainable Urban & Regional Development Studies (JSURDS), 7(1), 224-249. 

https://www.srds.ir/article_230405.html?lang=en[In Persian]. 

Kebede, A. A. (2020). Horse culture & tourism development: Towards initiating horse 

tourism in Awi Zone, Northwestern Ethiopia. Cogent Social Sciences, 6(1), 1735116.  

https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2020.1735116 

Keshtidar, M., Nazari torshizi, A. & Heydari, R. (2021). A meta-analysis of studies on sports 

tourism development in Iran with an approach to identify the factors affecting it. Sport 

Management Journal, 13(2), 511-537. (In Persian). doi: 

10.22059/jsm.2020.287023.2309 

Khajavi, M., Shetab Bushehri, S. N., Sajjadian, M. and Ghazlesaflo, H. (2025). Designing a 

Horse Tourism Development Model in Khuzestan Province Based on Grounded Data 

Theory. Journal of Sustainable Urban & Regional Development Studies 

(JSURDS), 6(3), 266-290. https://www.srds.ir/article_218576.html[In Persian]. 

Khajavi, M., Shetabbohshehri, N., Sajjadian, M. and Qazlesflo, H. (2024). Identification and 

prioritization of indicators for the development of horse tourism in Khuzestan 

Province. Quarterly Journal of Geographical Sciences, 19(45), 38-

61. https://sanad.iau.ir/Journal/geographic/Article/1107794[In Persian]. 

Kiani, M.S., Nazari, L., & Shahbazpour, L. (2022). Sports Tourism Marketing and 

Sustainable Rural Development (Case Study: Rural Areas of Iran). Journal of 

Sustainable Rural Development, 6(2), 249-264.  

dio: 20.1001.1.25383876.2022.6.2.8.1[In Persian]. 

Kline, C. S., Cardenas, D., Viren, P. P., & Swanson, J. R. (2015). Using a community tourism 

development model to explore equestrian trail tourism potential in Virginia. Journal of 

Destination Marketing & Management, 4(2), 79-87. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdmm.2015.01.001 

https://geoplanning.tabrizu.ac.ir/article_9000_c00ed7815cdd33077b6253485df759e2.pdf
https://geoplanning.tabrizu.ac.ir/article_9000_c00ed7815cdd33077b6253485df759e2.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/00291951.2017.1340334
https://www.srds.ir/article_222928.html?lang=en
https://www.srds.ir/article_230405.html?lang=en
https://www.srds.ir/article_218576.html
https://sanad.iau.ir/Journal/geographic/Article/1107794


 

5 

 

Knott, J. (2017), Palace House cuts jobs nine months after opening. Museum Association. At 

https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/23082017-palace 

Magalhães, N., Barroco, C., and Antunes, J. (2015). Potential of Equestrian tourism in 

Portugal. In 4th M-sphere International Conference for Multidisciplinarity in Science 

and Business (pp. 125-130). Accent. 

Mavedat,E and Valipour,M . (2020). Measurement and Optimization of Tourist Routes with 

VIKOR and AHP Techniques (Case Study of the Old Texture of Dezful). Journal of 

Sustainable Urban & Regional Development Studies (JSURDS), 1(1), 22-39. 

https://www.srds.ir/article_122912.html?lang=en[In Persian]. 

Mehrinejad Khotbesara, S. (2023). Identifying the practical factors of dealing with the impact 

of the corona virus on the attraction of sports tourists (Case study: equestrian 

competitions in Golestan province). Research in Sport Management and Marketing, 4 

(1), 1-12. doi: 10.22098/rsmm.2023.10965.1131 

Menegaki, A. N. (2020). Hedging Feasibility Perspectives against the COVID19 for the 

International Tourism Sector. Preprints, 1-18. 

Moladoost, Kourosh and Moghaddisi, Reza. (2015). Explaining the ways to develop the 

Caspian horse industry; the basic responsibilities of the government. Veterinary and 

Health Research, 25-32. 

Mueke, V. (2024). The Impacts and Sustainability of Equestrian Tourism. Tourism.1-42. 

Nguyen, Q.N. & Mai, V.N. (2021). Impacts of pushing and pull factors on tourist satisfaction 

and return intention towards river tourism in Can Tho city, Vietnam. GeoJournal of 

Tourism and Geosites,38(4), 1011–1016. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.38404-738 

Nikraftar T, Hosseini E, Moghadam A. (2017). Identify Factors Affecting Medical Tourism 

Attraction in Iran. jha; 20 (67) :64-74 .URL: http://jha.iums.ac.ir/article-1-2138-

fa.html[In Persian]. 

Notzke, C. (2017). Equestrian tourism: animal agency observed. Current Issues in Tourism, 

22(8), 948–966. https://doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2017.1349081 

Obadovics, C. & Kulcsar, L. (2015), ―Horse industry in Hungary: the rebirth through tourism 

and leisure?‖ Cheval, Tourisme et Societies, June 2015, 126-135. 

Pérez-Pérez, M., Bedia, A. M. S., López-Fernández, M. C., and García-Piqueres, G. (2018). 

Research opportunities on manufacturing flexibility domain: A review and theory-based 

research agenda. Journal of Manufacturing Systems, 48, 9-20. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmsy.2018.05.009 

Ramzaninejad, R., Boroumand, M. R., and Ahmadi, F. (2020). Content analysis of research 

articles in sport tourism of Iran. Annals of Applied Sport Science, 8 (1), e677. URL: 

http://aassjournal.com/article-1-677-en.html 

Roult, R., Lavigne, M. A., and Auger, D. (2017). The horse racing industry in Canada: 

Current status and prospects. Managing Sport and Leisure, 22 (1), 19-32. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23750472.2017.1338534 

Sartore-Baldwin, M.L. & McCullough, B.)2018(. Equity based sustainability and ecocentric 

management: Creating more ecologically just sport organization practices. Sport 

Management Review. 21)4(, 391-402. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.smr.2017.08.009 

Sigurðardóttir, I., & Steinthorsson, R.S. (2018). Development of micro-clusters in tourism: a 

case of equestrian tourism in northwest Iceland, Scandinavian Journal of Hospitality and 

Tourism, 18(3), 261-277. https://doi.org/10.1080/15022250.2018.1497286 

Taghvaei,M , Balideh,A and Rahimi,H . (2020). An analysis of the Importance of 

Environmental Quality Components from the Perspective of Tourists (Case Study: 

Isfahan Metropolis). Journal of Sustainable Urban & Regional Development Studies 

(JSURDS), 1(1), 1-21. https://www.srds.ir/article_122291.html?lang=en[In Persian]. 

https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/23082017-palace
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/23082017-palace
https://www.srds.ir/article_122912.html?lang=en
http://jha.iums.ac.ir/article-1-2138-fa.html
http://jha.iums.ac.ir/article-1-2138-fa.html
https://www.srds.ir/article_122291.html?lang=en


 

6 

 

Theodorou, P., Liapi, M. G., Pappa, E. E., Han, G. I., Oursouzidou, C., Kalogirou, E. S., & 

Skanavis, C. (2019). Relational tourism challenges and opportunities: Therapeutic and 

Equine Tourism, Conference: 10th Internation Conference on Islands Tourism At: 

Palermo, Italy. 

Tolls, C., & Carr, N. (2021). Horses on trial rides: Tourist expectations. Tourism recreation 

research, 46(1), 132-136. DOI:10.1080/02508281.2020.1800201 

Tomljenović, R, Boranić-Živoder, S, Čorak, S. (2018), HORSE RIDING TOURISM 

DEFINITIONAL, 4th International Rural Tourism Congress, Congress Proceedings, 

2018, pp. 278-287. https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/full/10.5555/20193386753 

Wickramaratne, V. C., and Kumari, J. P. (2016). The impact of sports tourism on small scale 

business development in Sri Lanka: International cricket match. International Journal of 

Research, 33 (10), 33-38. 

Williams, D., & Parker, P. (2019). The impact of equestrian tourism on local economies: Case 

study of rural England. Journal of Rural Studies, 64, 84-

92. https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736 (18)31940-

8/fulltext 

Yanpi, T., Fattahi, S. and Heydari, Y. (2019). Investigating the effects of horse-riding 

competitions on tourism development (Case study: Golestan province), Quarterly 

Journal of Animal Ecology, 12(3), 457-469. DOI: 10.22034/aej.2020.121493 [In 

Persian]. 

Zakinejad, M. (2021) The impact of holding local indigenous games on the prosperity of the 

tourism industry in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad Province, Master's thesis, Payam 

Noor University of Hormozgan Province, Payam Noor Center in Qeshm. [In Persian]. 

Zakinejad, M. (2021). The impact of holding local indigenous games on the prosperity of the 

tourism industry in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad Province, Master's thesis, Payam 

Noor University of Hormozgan Province, Payam Noor Center in Qeshm [In Persian]. 

Zarei,G and Azizi,M . (2026). Presenting a digital brand model for sustainable urban 

development (Case study: Ardabil city). Journal of Sustainable Urban & Regional 

Development Studies (JSURDS), 7(2), 149-166. 

https://www.srds.ir/article_229615.html?lang=en[In Persian]. 

 
 

https://www.srds.ir/article_229615.html?lang=en

